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Subject: Royal Commission into Child Sexual Abuse
Reference: Reference: Recommendation 7.3 and Recommendation 7.4

With reference to RECOMMENDATION 7.3 I su ort re ortin to Child Protection Authorities

on factual evidence.

With reference to RECOMMENDATION 7.4. I support reporting to Child Protection Authorities
on factual evidence. Why has the Catholic Church been singled out in connection 7.3(e) "People in
religious ministry" riot being offered consultation, as has been afforded to the other four groups
and not exempting persons in religious ministry with the Seal of Confession?
I am a Catholic. This is discrimination.

I am seriously concerned for recommendation 7.4 which purports to address through the religious
rite of Seal of Confession and a Catholic priest the issue of child sexual offenders, It is outrageous
to seek to amend a Law of the Catholic Church, namely, the Seal of Confession, which is our heritage,
I am not a perpetrator, and speaking from experience, I know it is very traumatic for a child to be

sexually abused. I also know anyone would hesitate to go to Confession if there is no confidentiality,
How many credible witnesses have stated on oath that they have disclosed their offenses of sexual
abuse in the Confessional in the last 30 years?

I am a Catholic and there is to be no change to the seal of Confession of a Catholic priest. This is an
Injustice as I expect total confidentiality in the Confessional. This amendment unfairly targets the

Catholic Church which is a social good, free of charge service and a sacrament of healing and Peace.

PLEASE do not intrude in Church affairs and religious practice, these are very important to me. The
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia clearly states a separation of Church and State.

I deserve my human right and Freedom of Religion.

Yours faithfully




